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Discussion Questions: 

1. What series of events and experiences leads to Stella and Desiree’s division and 
why? Was it inevitable, after their growing up so indistinct from each other?  

2. When did you notice cracks between the twins begin to form? Do you understand 
why Stella made the choice she did?  

3. What did Stella have to give up, in order to live a different kind of life? Do you 
think Stella ultimately regrets her choices? What about Desiree? 

4. In the creation of an individual identity or sense of self, how much influence do you 
think comes from upbringing, geography, race, gender, class, education?  

5. Kennedy is born with everything handed to her, Jude with comparatively little. 
What impact do their relative privileges have on the people they become? How 
does it influence the dynamic between them? 

6. What does the depiction of Mallard say about who belongs to what communities, 
and how those communities are formed and enforced? 

7. Compare and contrast the love relationships in the novel –Desiree and Early, Stella 
and Blake, and Reese and Jude. How much does the past matter in each case? 
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