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   Biography: 

Marie Benedict is a well established lawyer at two of the country's 
premier law firms. She graduated magna cum laude from Boston 
College with a focus on Art History and History. She is also a cum 
laude graduate of Boston University School of Law. Benedict had a 
passion for unearthing the hidden historical stories of women. She 
followed this passion and began her writing career. Her first 
historical novel was The Other Einstein, which recounts the story 
of Albert Einstein's first wife, a physicist, and the role she may 
have played in his theories. The other novels in this series include 
Carnegie's Maid, and The Only Woman in the Room. She also 
writes historical novels as Heather Terrell. Her novels have been 
translated into twenty-nine languages. Benedict lives in Pittsburgh 
with her family. (Bowker Author Biography) 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Agatha Christie is one of the most celebrated mystery writers of all time. What did you 
know about her personal history before you read THE MYSTERY OF MRS. CHRISTIE? Did 
the book challenge any of your preconceived notions about her life? 

2. Agatha Christie was a successful writer within her lifetime, quite unusual for a woman of 
her time. How did her desire for independence shape the course of the story, both 
obviously and more subtly? 

3. Do you think Agatha Christie is a good representative of the issues that women faced in 
her era? Did she have any privileges or responsibilities that set her apart from other 
women of her period? 

4. Archie spends much of the story trying to protect his reputation. Do you think that would 
be the case if the story took place today? Would it be easier or more difficult for him to 
deflect guilt in the modern news cycle? 

5. Agatha mourns the mother she could not be for Rosalind. What forces dominated their 
relationship? Do you think Agatha’s struggle to balance husband and child was common in 
her historical period?  

6. Which characters, if any, did you find to be most relatable? Did you connect with Agatha? 
Were there any characters you wished you knew more about? 

7. Did you like the ending? What do you think actually happened in those 11 days to the real-
life Agatha Christie? 

8. Agatha left an enormous mark on the mystery community and on the world of books more 
generally. In what ways do you think her marriage or her disappearance had an effect on 
her success? How would you characterize her personal and professional legacies? 
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