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   Biography: 

James Herriot was born James Alfred Wight in Sunderland, England 
on October 3, 1916. He and his family moved to Glasgow, Scotland 
when he was an infant. He graduated from Glasgow Veterinary 
College in 1939 and got a job at the Yorkshire practice of J. Donald 
Sinclair in 1940. He was a part of the Royal Air Force from 1941 to 
1943. In 1966 Herriot began writing at the age of 50. His first book, 
All Creatures Great and Small was published in 1972, followed by All 
Things Bright and Beautiful (1974), and All Things Wise and 
Wonderful (1977). A year later, the BBC television series of All 
Creatures Great and Small began. In 1979, Herriot received the 
Order of the British Empire and honorary Litt.D. From Heriot-Watt 
University in Edinburgh. He followed that honor with the publication 
of The Lord God Made Them All in 1981.The following year, Herriot 
was made a fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and in 
1983, received an honorary D.V.Sc. from Liverpool University. Nearly 
a decade later, Herriot published Every Living Thing in 1992. He had 
written 15 books, which sold 50 million copies in 20 countries and 
worked as a vet for over 50 years before finally retiring. James 
Herriot died February 23, 1995, at the age of 78 of cancer. (Bowker 
Author Biography) 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How does the landscape of Yorkshire Dales shape the character of its 
residents? Is James Herriot changed by the landscape at all?  

2. What can we learn from the lives of the people Herriot portrays? Are 
they good examples for our own lives? 

3. What are the merits of organizing the book by anecdotes, rather than 
creating an unbroken narrative? Is All Creatures Great and Small a novel 
or a collection of short stories?  

4. How important is science in All Creatures Great and Small? How much 
good is it in treating animals?  

5. How much does Herriot's attitude enhance or detract from the book?  

6. How does the life Herriot experienced in the country differ from his 
experiences in the city? 

7. Are there any cases that you would have handled differently from 
Herriot? Which ones and what would you have done differently?  

8. Why is Siegfried frustrated by younger people? What do you think 

frustrates Siegfried Farnon the most about his younger brother, Tristan? 
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